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Earth Science L1/L2


Mrs. Nork



Use PPT notes, your text (L1 Ch 22,23 and L2 Ch 29) and your brain to answer these. 

1. What are asteroids made of? What is their size range? Where in our solar system are they found? (between which 2 planets?)

2. Why does the asteroid belt exist? What prevented it from becoming a planet?

3. What are comets? Where in our solar system are they found? Why does a comet’s tail always point away from the sun?  What are the parts of a comet? (Sketch if you want)
4. What is the difference between a meteor, meteoroid, and meteorite?

5. What are micrometeroids? How often do they hit earth? Can they be dangerous?

6. What is the difference between planetary rotation and revolution? (Which is a day? Year?) What is the ecliptic?

7. Which planet has retrograde spin? What does this mean?
8. What is the solar nebula theory of planet formation? What is the approximate age of the solar system?

9. How/where did the terrestrial (inner) planets form? Name them.

10. How/where did the Jovian (outer) planets form? Name them.
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11. Compare/contrast the inner and outer planets in terms of: a) distance from the sun, b) number of moons, c) relative diameter/mass, d) surface features, e) density. Also give at least 2 similarities.
12. Be able to correctly list the planets in order from the Sun. 
[image: image2.png]@EnchantedLeaming com




13. Where are the Kuiper Belt and Oort cloud located in our solar system? What lives in both of these?  Where would they be located on the diagram above?
14. What does our solar system consist of?  (Who are our “neighbors”?) Are stars inside or outside of our solar system?

15. Provide one or two unique features for each of the planets.
Mercury-





Jupiter-

Venus-






Saturn-

Earth-






Neptune-

Mars-






Uranus-

16. Why is Pluto no longer considered a planet? What is its new classification? 
17. Label and describe the sun’s internal structure (core, radiative zone, conductive zone) and explain how energy is created and transferred throughout.
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18. Explain the difference between nuclear fission and fusion reactions. Which type occurs on the sun? What elements are involved in this process?

19. What are solar flares, prominences and sunspots? How are these produced? Why are sunspots darker than their surroundings?

20. Describe the sunspot cycle.

21. Sketch and describe each layer of the sun’s atmosphere: photosphere, chromospheres, corona.
22. What is the solar wind? How is it produced? How does the solar wind affect our planet?










