Pecha Kucha Assignment and Rubric

Astronomy Topics

Objectives:  

1.  Students will be able to explain key concepts of their topic.

2.  Students will be able to deliver a well-organized, clear, and factual oral and visual presentation

Directions:  Students will be work individually on researching their topic, and present it on their own.  Each student will select a topic from a list of topics.  Students will research that topic and create a Pecha Kucha presentation, which is 10 slides automatically presented for 10-15 seconds each and then he/she makes an oral presentation (100-150 seconds total length).  Each student will practice oral presentation skills with a peer in preparation for their presentation.  

What is a Pecha Kucha? 


A Pecha Kucha is a presentation style that consists of 20 slides with 20 seconds per slide using presentation software such as Microsoft PowerPoint.  We are doing half of a true Pecha Kucha.
What should your slides include?

Design/Organization:  Slides should contain high-quality images that are used to support your presentation or content knowledge.  

Clarity/Presentation:  The "true spirit" of a Pecha Kucha is that it consists mostly of powerful images and meaningful specific text.  Rather than the presenter reading text from the slides, an image, and short phrases should communicate the core idea while the speaker offers well-rehearsed, elaborated comments.  Thus, the message is communicated clearly.

Content Knowledge:  Concepts and information are must be fact based, free from errors, and highlight major events, people, and/or places.  Your content should be well researched.

How to complete this assignment:  

Step 1:  Choose a topic from the topic list.


Step 2:  Research your topic; identify the 10-12 most important things that you will cover in your Pecha Kucha presentation.  Keep track of where you get your information.  Use easybib.com to cite where you found your information, using MLA format.

Step 3:  Organize your information before beginning to make slides or finding images.  Planning first will help you organize your thoughts and save you time.

Step 4:  Find 10 images for your Pecha Kucha slides.  Use easybib.com to cite where you found your images, using MLA format.  HINT:  if google is in the reference, you did not go to the original source.

Step 5:  Type your presentation on powerpoint (or equivalent) slides.
Step 6:  Create an automated powerpoint presentation where each slide is for 10 seconds (you cannot use a mouse to advance the slides, it must be automated).

Step 7:  Write/create the speaking portion of the presentation.

Step 8:  Finalize your Bibliography in MLA format (separate typed document) from your Easybib.com citations.

Step 9:  Practice your presentation.  You will want to practice several times to make sure you have the timing down.  10 seconds can go by fast if you don't plan your presentation and ramble, or last a long time if you don't have anything to say.

Step 10:  Turn your completed powerpoint in to ______________________________________.
Step 11:  Give your presentation in class.

List of Suggested Topics for Pecha Kucha

You are certainly welcome to research something that is not on this list, as long as it gets your teacher’s approval in advance.  Or, if it makes sense, you may combine topics.  Regardless of whether it is on the list or not, you must get teacher approval before starting – this will ensure that no two people cover the same topic.

Objects in the Solar System and Universe

· Any specific planet/group of planets

· Any specific moon/group of moons

· Any other specific object/group of objects (comets, dwarf planets, etc.)

· Dark Matter

· Dark Energy

· Constellations

· Exoplanets/Extrasolar planets

· Titan

· Black holes

· Magnetic Fields

· Comets

· Asteroids

· Meteorites

· Binary star systems

· Quasars

· Pulsars

· Solar/space weather

· Black body radiation

Astronomy

· Timeline of discoveries in astronomy

· Big Bang Theory

· Models of the Universe

· Solar System formation

· Relativity

People

· Isaac Newton

· Albert Einstein

· Galileo Galilei

· Edmond Halley

· Herschel Family (William, Caroline, John)

· Tycho Brahe

· Edwin Hubble

· Yuri Gagarin

· Neil Armstrong

· Carl Sagan

· Sally Ride

· Stephen Hawking

· Neil Degrasse Tyson

· Any other astronomer or astronaut

The Space Program

· Sputnik

· The “Space Race” of the 1950’s and 1960’s

· The Moon Landing

· Moon landing hoax theories

· Challenger disaster

· Columbia disaster

· Space probes (Voyager, etc.)

· The International Space Station

· Exploring Mars

· Private space explorations (SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, etc.)

· Colonizing Mars

Telescopes

· Hubble Space Telescope/Ultra Deep Field study

· James Webb Telescope

· Any specific telescopes (Puerto Rico, Chile, Very Large Array)

Other

· Search for Extra Terrestrial Life

· Roswell, Area 51

· Astrology – how it relates to astronomy

· Viewing the sky without a telescope (using your hand to count degrees in the sky, etc.)

RUBRIC FOR 2014 PECHA KUCHA PROJECT
Content Rubric for Pecha Kucha

	Maximized use of class time for research and presentation practice.
	10
	8
	6
	4

	The words spoken support the main idea of the presentation, and are accurate.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	The information in the spoken words is appropriate for the audience and the task.  It is neither too simple nor too complex.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	The images and graphics support the words spoken by the presenter, and are powerful and engaging.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	The text on the slides is concise, and communicates the central idea of the presenter’s spoken words.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Slide show is well organized, cohesive, and the slides are arranged logically.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	TOTAL = 


	
	
	
	


Pecha Kucha Presentation Rubric 
	Presentation is well organized and cohesive, with precise timing of spoken words and slide changes.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Presenter delivers ideas in a clear and concise fashion, without too much reliance on notes.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Presenter speaks loudly and clearly enough to be heard by the audience, including minimum use of interjections (such as “um”).
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Presenter maintains eye contact with the audience.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	TOTAL =


	
	
	
	


Pecha Kucha Technology Rubric 
	Presentation is fully automatic and has 10 slides timed for 10-15 seconds each.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Presentation turned in fully functioning to teacher designation
	5
	4
	3
	2

	TOTAL = 
	
	
	
	


Pecha Kucha Citation Rubric 
	Works cited list using the guidelines for proper 

MLA documentation.
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Cites all information and images


	5
	4
	3
	2

	TOTAL = 


	
	
	
	


TOTAL POINTS = ____________ / 75
