**** PUT THIS IN YOUR NOTEBOOK****


LAB REPORT CHECKLIST
INDEPENDENT VARIABLE (IV) – X-AXIS (The scientist can change this variable). 

DEPENDENT VARIABLE (DV) – Y-AXIS (The scientist cannot change this variable, responds to changes in the independent variable).

CONTROL – test performed with exactly the same conditions (constants), except for the variable being tested.  A comparative tool.

CONSTANTS (also known as controlling variables) – items that do not change from test to test.

· TITLE 

· PROBLEM STATEMENT – (What is the problem you are investigating?)  “HOW DOES CHANGING THE IV AFFECT THE DV when…?”
· HYPOTHESIS – IF… THEN… (STATEMENT)… BECAUSE… (explanation) 

· If describes the Independent Variable
· Then describes the Dependent Variable
· It must make a prediction, and it must be testable.
· MATERIALS LIST – (Did you include any safety equipment).

· PROCEDURES – Numbered step by step experimental design.   Include the control when appropriate.
· DATA – data and observations in table format  The IV is the left column, and the DV’s are the columns to the right.  Remember to include units of measure 
· RESULTS – Graphs

· Correct style graph (# and # is scatterplot/line graph, words and # is a bar graph)

· Correct scale for both axes

· X axis = independent variable and Y axis = dependent variable

· Axes are labeled

· Units of measure on each axis

· Title                                  

· CONCLUSION – THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR WRITE-UP
· RESTATE YOUR ORIGINAL PROBLEM (The purpose of this lab is to determine…)

· RESTATE YOUR HYPOTHESIS (If…Then…)

· EXPLAIN – Did your data agree with your original hypothesis?  

· EXAMPLES – Give specific examples from your data

· VALIDITY – Describe how valid your conclusion is based upon control, multiple trials, consistent data

· ERROR ANALYSIS  - 

· WHAT POSSIBLE ERRORS COULD HAVE AFFECTED YOUR RESULTS? (in measurement, in design, random error)
· DESCRIBE HOW WOULD YOU SOLVE THESE ERRORS?

· SHOULD THIS EXPERIMENT BE REPEATED AND HOW COULD IT BE IMPROVED?
Important information

Your paper must be typed, even the data tables.  Remember neatness really does count!  Working together is encouraged, but copied lab reports or identical data between groups is strictly forbidden and subject to school policy regarding academic dishonesty.
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